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Partner in
electrical
firm dies
at the
age of 44

MR JOHN LAWLOR, a
partnor in the electrical firm
Robinson and Lawlor, has
died. He was only 44 years
of nge.

Born and educnmd in Nel-
son Mr Lawlor was well
known throughout. the area
He had - been sufforing in
horlth for over a year and
dicd in Victorix Hospltal on
Friday after baing admitted
some two months kgo.

The cremation took place
at. Burnley on Tuesday fol-
lowing n wservice at Holy
Saviour's RC Church cons
ductod by t'r P. Blrmins
gham,

Mr Lawlor served hig
glectrical apprenticoship
with Nelson Engineering
Company and started in bus4
iness with Mr Normar
Robinson in 1967. '

He lived in Barkerhousg
Road and will be missed by
many friends.
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Mr Ernest Stansfield,
Henry Street, Nelson, whq

. the natural beauty of the Pen

died on July 26ch, lofy

AT THE age of 51, Ken Oldham, ad
in his usual garb of shorts and|

neck shirt, looks as far rernnved
from the role of headmaster as a
policeman on point duty in swim mg

gear
But. then Ken Oldham's school 1L‘. no

‘ordinary place of learning.

- And Ken Oldham, an Aasocf te of

the Royal Photographic Society, an -

accomplished lecturer, film pr
author, naturalist and photog
of repute, is no ordmary chap, eit ler.
His school ‘is, ‘of coqﬂse.
Whitehough Camp 'School, Batley,
the mere mention of which conjlires

er,

up for generahons of local folk happy .

memories of days spent roughxgg it in

countryside. Of an early morning run
round the Whitehough field, a cold
shower before breakfast and then a
day packed with excitement — hik-
ing, camping or simply learmng{ bout
the countrymde — with T$%ng
Johnny thrown in for good meansure to
frighten the living daylighta ol{t of
the occupants of the dormitories
(more about him later).

Since Whitehough was opened in
1939 by a far-seeing Nelson Town
Couneil, no less than 30,000 joungs-
ter have been up to the camp Bohool.

Ken Oldham has beep at thq school
for 21 of those years, und the healthy
wiy he looks he would be thpre for
the next 21, given half the cha npe. It
would be (hfflulltto find, by nature of
his job if nothing else, a teacher who
in as well known to-such’ i wide
soction of the eommunity. The chil-
dren of past visitors to the m.honl are
now attending Whitehough, ' a - fact
that gives Mr Oldham an fqutwnrd
feeling of satisfaction. '

These days, Ken Ol(lhnm his school
now under the direct qontro\fof Lan-
cashire County Council, is having to
concentrate much more Ton the
administrative side of thingy, some-
thing he saya he dearly wants to
change. He now has a staff of two —
Doug Storton as chief instnwtor and
Rilaan Fdmondaon  aa’ an snkistant

her.. ._ .
R good done by young people, but this is

lgside

THE TAPPING
PHANTOM!

N B |
- “There, is a tremenddus amount of

generally not given enough public-

Alty," added Mr Oldham.

~It has been a happy gnd rewarding
21 years at Whitehough for Mr Old-
ham and his wife, whp though she
‘'says- she: likes to stay|in the back-
ground has played the role of “mum”

‘with enthusiasm to thel thousands of

youngsters who have ppassed through

‘the grounds of Whitehough.

The road to Whitehough started for
Mr Oldham, a native of Hyde, Che-
shire, when he took a tpachers' train-
ing course after service — he rose to

the rank of flight lisutenant — in the

RAF -in: Canada and the Far East
during the second wnrrld war. That
cotirse resulted in Mr (ldham finding
his correct niche in life| and it was not
long after joining his fn‘st school in
Cheshire that he made it clear that he
was not. going to be i nine to four
teacher. Hé ran the dcience depart-

‘ment and wias often siill v the class

when people came in for night school.
He beeame involved with his pupils —
to the extent that he started a school
farm, for which shares weére sold to
the children, who worked hard but
benefited from the profits.

“1t was sixpence {or & non-working
share and half a crowr for a working

_share in the poultry clyb,” recalled Mr

Oldham,

But it was his appointment aa head-
master of Whitehough Camp School
in April, 1965, that gu\' him full rein
to put many of hia 1dm§s into practice. .

Those {irst years at the school had

their difficulties and he recalls quite

clearly -some of the hmdlmm in our
riewspaper reflecting the concern o
local councillors at “the goings on up
st ‘Whitehough,” like children sleep-
ing on the ground instead of camp
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change. He now has a staff of two —
Doug Storton as chief instruftor and
Eileen Edmondson as an assistant
teacher, with a third member of staff
being advertised for at the m

Whitehough might be bettér equip-
ped today, have a more ofganised
appearance administratively; but the
format for its visitors remains the
same — “Using,” to quote |Mr Old--
ham, “the country environment for
the benefit of children.” |

}

“There is a great deal to be got out
of a visit to Whitehmiﬁh," he say,
interrupted by hiswife Marian to say
that the washing machine is broken
again and minutes later by two boys
who want some advide on what to do
with a hedgehog they have E)und. As

TPt

I said, this is no ordinary schoel. “But
one of the things which I think is of
the utmost importance,” he con-
tinues, “is the {wo-way re ationship
which develops” between s teacher
and his pupils when they visit
Whitehough. The youngsters become
totally involved with their teachers,
they share experiences, and it is in-
evitable that this is carried back into
the community of the school when
they return. This is why I feel — and
this is where Whitehough| has been
something of a pioneer —|that it is
better for individual schools to come
to stay with us rather than a cross-
geation of children from al)l over the
area.

“A big factor in the sitccess of
Whitehough has been the enthusiasm
of the teachers who accompany the
children, and without their wealth of
goodwill it would have bedn: difficult
at times to carry on.” . . .

Today's visitors to Whitehough,
admits Mr Oldham; are “Different” to
the youngsters who caie to the
school in the early days. “Y"would not
say today's youngsters are a lot more

cheeky, just more questioning in their.

outlook, more open. I would hate the
youngsters to have to stand en for-
mality before they could: approach
me. We gét very little| vandalism
here,; although I admit it 1§ 8 problem
in the community sa a whols. I feel it
is all to do with the larger groupswe

" have in today's society; the closer

relationships of smaller| unit have
been lost. It is a communitly problem.
Unless our young poople tan be acti-
vated in some way to dao something,
more positive then things like vandal-
ism'iare inescapable. Everything
these days is 80 tled up With finance
and not enough thought 1#1»-%.1\ to the
human side of things B

e

_ ™ Whitohough._ |
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at Whitehough,” like children sleep-
ing on the ground instead of camp
beds. “Their concem'?«'as understand-
able, though,” points out Mr Oldham.

" Many of Mr Oldhfun's pioneering -

policies are now accepted ways of
teaching about the outdoor life at the
many camp schogls which have
sprung up around the country since
those early days of Whitehough.
The remarkable thing about Ken
Oldham is how' he has managed to run
succesafully the camp school and at
the same time enjoy his mahy diver-
sified hobbies which have takenhim
around the world, in¢luding an exped-
ition to Ruwenzori (the Mountains of
the MogR) in Ugands. Mr Oldham's
film of this was shawn on BBC TV.
His cine films have won him awards,
and he lectures widely on his interests
through the Scottish Lecture Agency.
He writes books, his most notable
being “The Pennine Way,” now in its
sixth' edition, having sold about
30,000 copies. He hgs written for the
“Times" educationa] supplement.

His familiarity with the Pennines
led to a remarkable piece of detective
work as part of the moors murders
case, when he pinpointed for the
police within five days 13 places

photographed in an'area north of the

Peak District by murderer Ian Brady.

At the moment, he is workingona
‘report for the Sechool Council, into
the effect of outdoor education on
young people, and he is still trying to
complete a book he has been writing
for the past 10 years on camping and
expaditions. ;

On call virtually 24 hours a day, Mr

Oldham never switches off from hls
camp school duties, “If I am invelved
with 'something, I gm relaxed. If [ am
not, I become very irritable,” -
* Looking to the future, Mr and Mrs
Oldham, who have¢ two sons, Mark
(16) and John (22), have bought a
house - plan to retire in the area when
the day comes to leave their beloved
Whitehough. o

I almost forgot about Tapping
Johnny. o .

He is not a ghost, as generations of
vigitors to Whitehough have thought
when they have heard tapping on the
dormitory windgws in the early
morning. It is simply m&%pies tapping
-at thelr own reflgetion in the glrss.
This legend, and little things lke
negotiating Fat Man's Agony in the
lubyrinth of caves near Ingleton, the
early morning cold wateri wash down
with a hose pipe, the friendlinesa and

approachfulness gf Mr and Mra-Old-
‘ham . . . all of these tﬁihgs"mlka up

the happy memories of camp school
{or many people who aaﬁoyad life at,
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